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Shorty Cameron Witnesses the Reverend Burden's
Last Moments
by Robert Cooperman
One thing I’ve learned: 
go against John Sprockett 
and don’t expect to live a minute.
When I spied him heaving 
Preacher Burden into that mine, 
like Moses smashing the Golden Calf 
we’re all coverting in these mountains,
I knew not to cry out.
Sprockett’s a killer, 
but unless he’s mean-drunk 
as the bear that raked his face, 
he don’t murder for no reason; 
nor did I have any abiding respect 
for that thundering Sunday hypocrite.
What Preacher Burden did
with Mary LaFrance wasn’t Bible study.
Most likely they had a disagreement
about her, and it don’t pay
to dispute John Sprockett over anything.
Preacher’s wife always had a smile 
for me, and a juicy slab of pie.
Her civilized conversations 
a welcome change from unbuttoning 
my britches for whores 
without even a how-dee-do.
I’d console her, but my claim’s 
more demanding than any wife.
Besides, if Sprockett figures out 
who told her, my life’ll be worth 
less than a speck of pyrite.
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